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1
CYLINDER UNIT

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is a National Phase of International
Application Number PCT/JP2012/054540, filed Feb. 24,
2012, and claims priority from Japanese Application Number
2011-058741 Mar. 17, 2011.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a cylinder unit.

BACKGROUND ART

There have been various proposals for a cylinder unit used
in a hydraulic shock absorber, a gas spring, and the like until
now. A cylinder unit is interposed, for example, between a
chassis and an axle of an automobile to absorb a vibration
inputting to a wheel on an uneven road surface.

JP05-321969A discloses a conventional cylinder unit. This
cylinder unit includes a cylinder, an annular rod guide pro-
vided in one end side of the cylinder, a piston having an outer
circumference slidably adjoining an inner circumference of
the cylinder to divide an inner space of the cylinder into a pair
of chambers, and a piston rod movably inserted into the
cylinder by interposing a piston so as to pass through a rod
guide.

The cylinder unit has a rebound member provided between
the rod guide and the piston to absorb impact generated when
the cylinder unit is fully extended. The rebound member
includes a coil spring arranged around an outer circumference
of the piston rod and a pair of upper and lower holder mem-
bers fitted to fixing portions formed in both ends of the coil
spring.

The upper holder member is slidably provided in an outer
circumference of the piston rod. The lower holder member is
forcibly inserted into the outer circumference of the piston
rod and is fixed vertically over the piston.

In a case where the cylinder unit is extended, the piston rod
exits from the cylinder, and the piston approaches the rod
guide. When the cylinder unit is fully extended, the coil spring
is compressed to absorb impact caused by the fully extension.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the coil spring 600 is a wire rod
having a circular cross section and including coil portions
600a, 6005, 600¢, and 6004 forming to be continuously con-
nected in an axial direction. When the cylinder unit is fully
extended, the vertically neighboring coil portions abut on
each other to make a fully compressed state. In this case, the
neighboring coil portions may slip from each other, and a part
of the coil springs 6005 may be moved by a distance f2 in a
radial direction so as to generate an abnormal noise.

In this regard, the applicant proposed a technique of pre-
venting a slide of the coil portion by making the cross section
of the coil spring, for example, in a rectangular shape as
disclosed in JP 2006-132620A.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The cylinder unit disclosed in JP 2006-132620A is useful
because it is possible to suppress generation of an abnormal
noise. However, the coil spring becomes expensive.

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a
cylinder unit capable of suppressing generation of an abnor-
mal noise without changing a cross-sectional shape of the coil
spring.
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According to one aspect of the present invention, a cylinder
unit is provided which comprises a cylinder; an annular rod
guide provided in one end side of the cylinder; a piston having
an outer circumference slidably adjoining an inner circum-
ference of the cylinder; a piston rod that is movably inserted
into the cylinder by interposing the piston so as to pass
through the rod guide; and a rebound member provided
between the rod guide and the piston to absorb impact gen-
erated when the cylinder unit is fully extended, wherein the
rebound member has a coil spring arranged around an outer
circumference of the piston rod and a pair of upper and lower
holder members fitted to the fixing portions formed in both
ends of the coil spring and in which the piston rod is inserted
into a shaft center hole, and a center portion formed between
the fixing portions of the coil spring has a diameter smaller
than that of the fixing portion.

Embodiments of the present invention and advantages
thereof are described in detail below with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partially cutaway front view illustrating a main
part of a cylinder unit according to an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a half cross-sectional view illustrating a center
portion of a coil spring when the cylinder unit according to an
embodiment of the invention is fully extended.

FIG. 3 is a vertically cross-sectional view illustrating a
modification of the coil spring of the cylinder unit according
to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a half cross-sectional view illustrating a center
portion of the coil spring when a cylinder unit of the related art
is fully extended.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, a cylinder unit according to an embodiment of
the present invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings. Throughout some drawings, like
reference numerals denote like elements or equivalents
thereof.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the cylinder unit according to the
present embodiment includes a cylinder 1, an annular rod
guide 2 provided in one end side of the cylinder 1, a piston 3
having an outer circumference slidably adjoining an inner
circumference of the cylinder 1, a piston rod 4 that is movably
inserted into the cylinder 1 by interposing the piston 3 and
passes through the rod guide 2, and a rebound member 5
provided between the rod guide 2 and the piston 3 to absorb
impact generated when the cylinder unit is fully extended.

The rebound member 5 includes a coil spring 6 arranged
around an outer circumference of the piston rod 4 and a pair
of upper and lower holder members 7 and 8 fitted to fixing
portions 61 and 62 formed in both ends of the coil spring 6 and
in which the piston rod 4 is inserted into the shaft center holes
7a and 8a, respectively. The center portion 60 formed
between the fixing portions 61 and 62 of the coil spring 6 is
formed to have a diameter smaller than that of the fixing
portions 61 or 62.

The cylinder unit is a hydraulic shock absorber interposed
between a chassis and an axle of an automobile to absorb a
vibration caused by an uneven road surface. The cylinder unit
is a twin tube shock absorber having an outer casing 10
concentrically arranged outside the cylinder 1.

The rod guide 2 provided in one end side (upper side in the
drawing) of the cylinder 1 is fitted to an upper end portion of
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the cylinder 1 and an upper portion of the outer casing 10. In
the center of the rod guide 2, a guide hole 2a that guides the
pistonrod 4 is provided. The piston rod 4 is slidably supported
by the rod guide 2 by interposing the annular bearing 20 fitted
to the guide hole 2a.

On an upper surface of the rod guide 2, a seal member 21
that seals a gap between the piston rod 4 and the rod guide 2
is provided. The rod guide 2 and the seal member 21 are fixed
to the outer casing 10 and the cylinder 1 by caulking an upper
end portion of the outer casing 10.

The internal space of the cylinder 1 is partitioned into a pair
of'chambers R1 and R2 by the piston 3 fixed to the leading end
of'the piston rod 4 using a nut N. An extension chamber R1 is
formed in the piston rod 4 side of the cylinder 1, and a
compression chamber R2 is formed in the piston 3 side. A
working fluid is charged in each chambers R1 and R2.

The piston 3 slidably adjoins the inner circumference of the
cylinder 1 by interposing the seal 30 provided in the outer
circumference thereof. In addition, the piston 3 is provided
with an extension fluid path 31 and a compression fluid path
(not illustrated) communicating with the extension chamber
R1 and the compression chamber R2, respectively.

The surface of the piston 3 in the compression chamber R2
side is provided with an extension valve V1 that openably/
closably blocks the extension fluid path 31. The surface of the
piston 3 in the extension chamber R1 side is provided with a
compression valve V2 that openably/closably blocks the
compression fluid path.

A cylindrical stopper member 9 fixed to the outer circum-
ference of the piston rod 4 by welding, forcible insertion, or
the like is provided vertically over the piston 3. The stopper
member 9 has an annular flange portion 90 overhanging to the
outside.

The rebound member 5 is provided between the flange
portion 90 of the stopper member 9 and the rod guide 2. The
rebound member 5 includes a coil spring 6 and a pair of upper
and lower holder members 7 and 8 fitted to the fixing portions
61 and 62 formed in both ends of the coil spring 6.

Each holder member 7 and 8 includes shaft center holes 7a
and 8a drilled in the shaft center portion to insert the piston
rod 4, flange portions 70 and 80 overhanging in the outer
circumference of the end portion and abutting on both ends of
the coil spring 6, and guide portions 71 and 81 fitted to the
inner circumferences of the fixing portions 61 and 62, respec-
tively, of the coil spring 6 and arranged to face each other.

The outer circumferences of the leading ends of each guide
portion 71 and 81 are formed in a tapered shape such that a
diameter is gradually reduced. The upper holder member 7 is
slidably provided in the outer circumference of the piston rod
4, and the lower holder member 8 is forcibly inserted into and
fixed to the outer circumference of the piston rod 4.

The coil spring 6 is a circular cross-sectional wire rod
formed by the coil portions 6a, 6a, 6¢, and 6d forming to be
continuously connected in the axial direction (FIG. 2). As
illustrated in FIG. 1, the coil spring 6 includes fixing portions
61 and 62 formed in both ends, diameter-reducing portions 63
and 64 whose diameters are gradually reduced compared to
those of the fixing portions 61 and 62, respectively, and a
center portion 60 formed between the diameter-reducing por-
tions 63 and 64 with a small diameter.

The diameter-reducing portions 63 and 64 of the coil spring
6 are set not to make contact with the leading end of the guide
portion 71 or 81 formed in a tapered shape.

In the cylinder unit according to the present embodiment,
when the cylinder unit is extended, the extension chamber R1
is compressed so that the working fluid in the extension
chamber R1 pressedly opens the extension valve V1 and
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moves to the inside of the compression chamber R2 through
the extension fluid path 31 to generate a damping force. In this
case, as the piston rod 4 is exited, the rebound member 5 is
underpinned by the stopper member 9 and moves upward in
the drawing so that the piston 3 approaches the rod guide 2.

When the cylinder unit is nearly fully extended, the upper
holder member 7 abuts on the lower surface of the rod guide
2. When the cylinder unit is fully extended, the coil spring 6
is fully compressed. As a result, impact generated when the
cylinder unit is fully extended is absorbed.

Since the center portion 60 has a smaller diameter than that
of the fixing portion 61 or 62 of the coil spring 6 where the
guide portions 71 and 81 are fitted, a distance d1 (FIG. 2)
between the center portion 60 and the piston rod 4 is short-
ened compared to a distance d2 (FIG. 4) between the coil
spring 600 of the related art and the piston rod 4. As a result,
even when a part of the coil portion 65 is moved in a diameter
direction, the coil portion 65 abuts on the piston rod 4 before
amovement amount (shift length) becomes large compared to
the related art.

Therefore, the movement amount f1 (FIG. 2) of the coil
portion 65 becomes smaller than the movement amount f2
(FIG. 4) of the coil portion 6005 of the related art. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to suppress generation of an abnormal
noise without changing a cross-sectional shape of the coil
spring 6. The movement amount f1 is preferably set to be
smaller than 1 mm.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the center portion 60 of the coil
spring 6 is preferably formed across a wide area between the
holder members 7 and 8. In the aforementioned configura-
tion, it is possible to reliably suppress generation of an abnor-
mal noise.

In addition, the coil spring 6 has diameter-reducing por-
tions 63 and 64, and the fixing portions 61 and 62 are formed
in a large diameter. Therefore, it is possible to increase a
strength by forming the guide portions 71 and 81 of the holder
members 7 and 8, respectively, in a large diameter.

Therefore, it is possible to form the rebound member 5in a
compact manner by obtaining a press-fitting portion using the
flange portion 80 and the guide portion 81 when the lower
holder member 8 is forcibly inserted into the outer circum-
ference of the piston rod 4.

The outer circumferences of the leading ends of the guide
portions 71 and 81 of the holder members 7 and 8, respec-
tively, are formed in a tapered shape by gradually reducing a
diameter such that the diameter-reducing portions 63 and 64
do not make contact with the leading ends of the tapered guide
portions 71 and 81, respectively. In addition, the diameter-
reducing portions 63 and 64 do not make contact with the
guide portions 71 and 81, respectively, even when the cylin-
der unit is fully extended. Therefore, it is possible to increase
alength of the center portion 60 in an axial direction and avoid
interference between the diameter-reducing portions 63 and
64 and the guide portions 71 and 81, respectively.

The embodiments of the present invention described above
are merely illustration of some application examples of the
present invention and not of the nature to limit the technical
scope of the present invention to the specific constructions of
the above embodiments.

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the coil spring 6 may
be formed such that a center portion 60 having a small diam-
eter is arranged between fixing portions 61A and 62A whose
diameters are gradually reduced to the center. In this case,
diameters of the outer circumferences of the guide portions
71 and 81 of the holder members 7 and 8, respectively, are
gradually reduced.
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Even in this case, similar to the aforementioned embodi-
ment, it is possible to prevent generation of an abnormal noise
without changing the cross-sectional shape of the coil spring
6 and increase the length of the center portion 60 in an axial
direction.

In the aforementioned embodiment, description has been
made by assuming that the cylinder unit is a twin tube shock
absorber. However, the cylinder unit may be similarly applied
to a mono tube shock absorber or a gas spring.

Although the diameter-reducing portion or the fixing por-
tion is linearly inclined in the drawings, the diameter-reduc-
ing portion or the fixing portion may be inclined in a circular
arc shape.

Although the guide portions of the upper and lower holder
members have the same inclination angle in the drawings, the
guide portions may have different inclination angles.

The present application claims a priority based on Japanese
Patent Application No. 2011-058741 filed with the Japan
Patent Office on Mar. 17, 2011, all the contents of which are
hereby incorporated by reference.

The invention claimed is:

1. A cylinder unit, comprising:

a cylinder;

an annular rod guide provided in one end side of the cyl-
inder;

a piston having an outer circumference slidably adjoining
an inner circumference of the cylinder;

a piston rod that is movably inserted into the cylinder by
interposing the piston so as to pass through the rod
guide; and

arebound member provided between the rod guide and the
piston to absorb impact generated when the cylinder unit
is fully extended,

wherein

the rebound member comprises

a coil spring arranged around an outer circumference of
the piston rod so as not to make contact with the inner
circumference of the cylinder, the coil spring being a
circular cross-sectional wire, and

an upper holder member and a lower holder member
fitted to fixing portions formed in both ends of the coil
spring, wherein the piston rod is inserted into a shaft
center hole of each of the upper holder member and
the lower holder member,

when the cylinder unit is fully extended, the coil spring is
fully compressed and does not make contact with the
inner circumference of the cylinder,

the upper holder member is slidable along the outer cir-
cumference of the piston rod and the lower holder mem-
ber is fixed to the outer circumference of the piston rod,
and

the coil spring has a center portion formed between the
fixing portions of the coil spring, and the center portion
has a diameter smaller than that of the fixing portions.

2. The cylinder unit according to claim 1,

wherein the coil spring includes the fixing portions, diam-
eter-reducing portions whose diameters are gradually
reduced from the fixing portions, and the center portion
formed between the diameter-reducing portions.

3. The cylinder unit according to claim 2, wherein

the center portion is formed across a wide area between the
upper holder member and the lower holder member.

4. The cylinder unit according to claim 2, wherein

each of the upper holder member and the lower holder
member has a guide portion fitted to an inner circumfer-
ence of the corresponding fixing portion,
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6

adiameter of an outer circumference of a leading end of the
guide portion of each of the upper holder member and
the lower holder member is gradually reduced, and
each of the diameter-reducing portions of the coil spring is
set not to make contact with the leading end of the
corresponding guide portion.
5. The cylinder unit according to claim 4, wherein
the diameter-reducing portion of the coil spring is formed
in a tapered shape and the leading end of the guide
portion is formed in a tapered shape, and
a taper of the tapered shape of the diameter-reducing por-
tion of the coil spring and a taper of the tapered shape of
the leading end of the guide portion have different incli-
nation angles.
6. The cylinder unit according to claim 2, wherein
the upper holder member includes a first diameter-reduc-
ing portion having a diameter gradually reduced toward
the lower holder member,
the first diameter-reducing portion is located within, with-
out contacting, one of the diameter-reducing portions of
the coil spring,
the lower holder member includes a second diameter-re-
ducing portion having a diameter gradually reduced
toward the upper holder member, and
the second diameter-reducing portion is located within,
without contacting, another one of the diameter-reduc-
ing portions of the coil spring.
7. The cylinder according to claim 1, wherein
the coil spring includes a plurality of coils,
when the coil spring is fully compressed,
the coils neighboring along an axial direction of the coil
spring contact each other, and

one of the plurality of coils is shifted in a radial direction
of the coil spring to abut the piston rod without mak-
ing contact with the inner circumference of the cylin-
der.

8. The cylinder unit according to claim 1, wherein

a distance between the center portion of the coil spring and
the piston rod is smaller than 1 mm.

9. A cylinder unit, comprising:

a cylinder;

an annular rod guide provided in one end side of the cyl-
inder;

a piston having an outer circumference slidably adjoining
an inner circumference of the cylinder;

a piston rod that is movably inserted into the cylinder by
interposing the piston so as to pass through the rod
guide; and

a rebound member provided between the rod guide and the
piston to absorb impact generated when the cylinder unit
is fully extended,

wherein

the rebound member comprises

a coil spring arranged around an outer circumference of
the piston rod so as not to make contact with the inner
circumference of the cylinder, the coil spring being a
circular cross-sectional wire, and

an upper holder member and a lower holder member
fitted to fixing portions formed in both ends of the coil
spring, wherein the piston rod is inserted into a shaft
center hole of each of the upper holder member and
the lower holder member, and each of the upper
holder member and the lower holder member has a
guide portion fitted to an inner circumference of the
corresponding fixing portion,



US 9,221,315 B2
7

when the cylinder unit is fully extended, the coil spring is
fully compressed and does not make contact with the
inner circumference of the cylinder,

the coil spring has a center portion formed between the
fixing portions of the coil spring, and the center portion 5
has a diameter smaller than that of the fixing portion,

the coil spring further includes diameter-reducing portions
whose diameters are gradually reduced from the fixing
portions,

adiameter of an outer circumference of a leading end of'the 10
guide portion of each of the upper holder member and
the lower holder member is gradually reduced, and

each of the diameter-reducing portions of the coil spring is
set not to make contact with the leading end of the
corresponding guide portion. 15

10. The cylinder unit according to claim 9, wherein

the diameter-reducing portion of the coil spring is formed
in a tapered shape and the leading end of the guide
portion is formed in a tapered shape, and

a taper of the tapered shape of the diameter-reducing por- 20
tion of the coil spring and a taper of the tapered shape of
the leading end of the guide portion have different incli-
nation angles.



